
 

March 12, 2020 

 

Dear Hallsville Families,  

There is no higher priority for our entire Hallsville School District family than the safety of our                 
students, staff, and community. With the University of Missouri suspending in-person classes for             
its students through March 30 due to potential but unconfirmed COVID-19 cases in the area,               
many of our families have questions regarding the virus and the impact on our school               
community.  
 
The Hallsville School District will remain in session and students, faculty, and staff will continue               
to report to school. We are in close communication with local and state officials, health agency                
personnel, and internal teams, as well as continuing to monitor the websites of the Centers for                
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Missouri             
Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) in order to stay on top of this evolving                
situation.  
 
Below are common questions we are receiving from our families and the public, along with our                
responses. The district is taking this situation very seriously, we are adjusting our practices in               
response to new information from public health officials, and we continue to prioritize the safety               
and learning of our students and employees. 

 

Will Hallsville close schools? 

As of March 11, 2020, Missouri's DHSS has confirmed only one case of the coronavirus or                
COVID-19. At this time, neither the state nor our county health agencies are recommending the               
closing of school. However, this is an evolving situation, and the guidance from the health               
department may change in the future. 
 
How will the district keep families, staff, and students informed? 
Any district updates will be conveyed through regular district communication channels,           
including email, district website, Hallsville mobile app, and social media.  
 

 

 



 

What if the district is directed to close? 

Although there is no current intention or directive from local health agencies to close the schools,                
all Missouri school districts are receiving guidance from the Missouri Department of Elementary             
and Secondary Education regarding options and approval for possible alternative methods of            
instruction. These could include virtual learning or other assignments completed by students at             
home. The district is currently exploring whether this will be a viable option for our students and                 
faculty. 

 
What is the protocol for cleaning and disinfecting schools and buses? 

Staff has been directed to prioritize cleaning common and high-traffic areas multiple times a day.               
Prioritized cleaning includes bathrooms, the cafeteria, common spaces, door handles, emergency           
bars on doors, etc. All efforts are focused on keeping our students healthy and safe. 

 

When should a student or staff member stay home? 

As a reminder, below is the health information that is shared at the beginning of each school year                  
regarding students and illness.  

The risk of illness in your family can be reduced by taking these important steps: 

● Wash hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
● Stay home if you are sick 
● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when sneezing or coughing and 

dispose of the tissue in a proper trash receptacle 
● Avoid touching your mouth, nose, or eyes as germs spread this way 
● Maintain a healthy diet 
● Avoid sharing drinks, water bottles, or silverware with others 
● Get plenty of rest 

Students and staff will be sent home and/or should remain at home if they exhibit any of                 
the following:  

● Temperature of 100 degrees or greater 
● Vomiting with associated signs of illness 
● Diarrhea 
● Unusual or unexplained rash 
● Ongoing symptoms of discomfort or immobility from an injury 
● A concerning health condition that may require further medical evaluation 

Will school events and travel be canceled? 

School events, including athletics and local field trips, are not canceled at this time. 

 



 

 

Where can I turn for more information? 

● CDC Website 
● The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) activated a           

statewide public hotline for citizens or providers needing guidance regarding the           
novel coronavirus, or COVID-19. The hotline can be reached at 877-435-8411. The            
hotline is being operated by medical professionals and is available 24 hours a day,              
7 days a week. 

 

Thank you for your continued care and concern. We will continue to monitor this developing               
situation closely, staying in regular contact with federal and local health agencies. Thank you for               
your support and cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

John Downs 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html

