
Middle School Education Extended Learning Frequently Asked Questions  
 
How long will the district be closed for?  
On April 9, 2020, Missouri Governor Mike Parson ordered that all Missouri schools shall              
remain closed through this school year. The Hallsville School District’s buildings will            
continue to remain closed; however, our extended learning and food distribution for            
students in need will continue through Thursday, May 21. 
 
Will Summer School still be happening? 
The district is planning to hold summer school. However, we anticipate needing to             
adjust the dates. We will update families as soon as we can. 
 
How can we retrieve my student’s materials left at school? 
School supplies, locker items, and student medications will be available for pick-up            
when it is safe for our community and staff. Dates and location of pick-up will be                
available at a later point and will be communicated to families through email.  
 
What can I expect from School/Teacher communication with our family?  
Your child’s teacher will continue to contact families through multiple avenues, but most             
frequently, by phone and/or email. The goal of this communication is to ensure that              
your child, and your family, continue to feel connected to your classroom community             
and the school. This way, we know you are all safe and well! Mr. Sides and Mr. Cooley                  
will continue to send updates as they become available. Please be sure to reach out to                
them if you have any questions.  
 
What about middle school courses for high school credit?  
These courses will use the same plan as high school.  
 
Since my child’s courses were not completed, will they be at a disadvantage in              
next year’s courses?  
Teachers are already working vertically across all content areas to ensure that learning             
standards missed during the 4th Quarter are addressed early next year if we are unable               
to return. No student should be at a disadvantage due to lost content.  
 
How will grades be determined for 4th Quarter? 
Grades entered before the district’s closure on Wednesday, March 18 will stay in SIS.              
Grades taken during the first seven days of closure will only stay in SIS if they do not                  
lower a student’s grade. Assignment grades that would lower a student's class average             
have been changed to Exempt status and do not factor into the student's overall grade.  



 
Teachers will work with students that have past missing or low points assignments,             
tests, and projects prior to the closure to improve their grades. During this time a               
student’s grade can only improve and can not be lowered. If students were absent or               
unable to complete assignments during the time between the end of 3rd quarter and the               
17th, an exempt grade was used to ensure the students are not penalized for being at                
home due to health concerns on the outbreak. 
 
How will my child receive instruction moving forward? 
Extended learning opportunities will continue through May 21, 2020. Teachers will           
continue to educate students until the end of the closure using the same online              
platforms as before (i.e. Google Classroom, email, Instagram). Teachers will give them            
feedback to help reinforce their learning, but the students will not be graded on it.               
Students should be learning at home about 2 to 4 hours per day, approximately 20 to 30                 
minutes per subject. Our goal is that students will continue to grow their knowledge and               
prepare them for success.  
 
My child needs technology to complete school work, how does he check out a              
school device?  
There are a limited number of Chromebooks still available to students. To request a              
device, please email communications@hallsville.org. They will be available for pick-up          
on Mondays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the front of the Intermediate                
school. We understand the limits that many of our families are experiencing. Please             
note, there are several companies offering free internet access during this time of need.              
Information is available on Missouri’s Department of Health and Senior Services here.            
For students that continue to not have the internet, paper materials will be made              
available.  Please contact your child’s teacher directly.  
 
What about students who don’t engage in the extended learning opportunities?  
It is expected and highly encouraged for all middle school students to remain engaged              
with their courses through the end of the school year. We want teachers to maintain               
connections with students and facilitate connections among students. While it is our            
expectation and encouragement for students to remain engaged, there is no punitive            
action for those who are unable to.  
 
My child would like to return or check-out a library book.  How does this work? 
If your student would like to check something out from the media center, the middle               
school is offering pick-up at the same time as meal distribution/packet pick-up.  
 

mailto:communications@hallsville.org
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/broadband.php


Mondays and Thursdays 10:30 -11:30 at any of the sites:  
Location #1: North Hampton Apartments (Route B/Oakland Church/Buckingham        
Square)  
Location #2: Country House Apartments (HH and Sheridan Ave) 
Locations #3: Intermediate School (Front drive-way)  

1. Make sure the books are available (IN) by using this link -            
http://destiny.hallsville.org/ 

2. Email: Sue Bryan at sbyan@hallsville.org the Title and author (no limit) and the             
location pick-up.  

3. A bag with your child’s name will be available at the selected location.  
4. Please send your request the day before, so the books can be ready.  
5. There will be tubs for library books to be returned at each of the food distribution 

sites. 
 

My family needs access to food. How do I get help?  
In addition to our weekly meal pick-up for free and reduced-price meal eligible students,              
there are many community and faith-based groups that are providing supports for            
children and families in need to help us bridge the gaps: 
 

● The Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri has a list of all the partner               
agencies that are providing food. The link includes the agency and the hours of              
operation. 

● The Food Bank Central Pantry is offering drive-up service. Supplemental          
information on how to help is available here. 

● The United Way is also responding to families in need. If you need assistance              
finding food, child care, assistance paying household bills, locating mental health           
services, or other essential services, contact United Way 2-1-1. It's free and            
confidential. Specialists are available 24/7. Dial 2-1-1 or 1-800- 427-4626 TTY           
1-866-385-6525. 

 
My child appears anxious and/or depressed. If my family needs mental health            
support, how do I get help?  
Please reach out to our school counselor for assistance.  
 
Middle School Counselor 
Dr. Konnie Huisman 
khuisman@hallsville.org 
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