RUBRICS

The World’s Biomes – Biomes Briefcase Evaluation

Postcard Checklist – Biologist

Postcard Checklist – Botanist

Postcard Checklist – Environmentalist 

Postcard Checklist – Geologist/Climatologist

Biomes Biologist Scoring Rubric – Newsletter Article

Biomes Botanist Scoring Rubric – Newsletter Article

Biomes Geologist/Climatologist Scoring Rubric – Newsletter Article

Biomes Environmentalist Scoring Rubric – Newsletter Article
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Biomes Brochure Rubric
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Biome Briefcase Evaluation
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1. Biome named and location





__________ 10 points

2. Description of the biome





__________ 20 points

A. BIOLOGIST - 
general animal information


__________ 

B.  BOTANIST – general plant information



__________ 
At least 4

C.  GEOLOGIST/CLIMATOLOGIST – general features


__________ 
checked then

D.  ENVIRONMENTALIST – local impacts



__________ 
give 20 points!

E.  WEATHER FEATURES – temperature/rainfall/winds


__________ 

F.  INTERESTING FACTS





__________ 

3. Biotic and abiotic factors





__________ 10 points

4. Specimen / each presenter shares one




__________ 10 points

A.  BIOLOGIST






__________
At least 4


B.
BOTANIST






__________
checked then

C. 
GEOLOGIST/CLIMATOLOGIST




__________
give 10 points!

D.
ENVIRONMENTALIST 





__________ 

5. Climatogram of biome





__________ 10 points

6. Food web of biome






__________ 10 points

7. Energy pyramid of the biome





__________ 10 points

8. Animal in the biome with a negative environmental impact

__________ 10 points

9. Plant in biome that illustrates a positive environmental impact

__________ 10 points

10. Environmental issue that in local biome but has global impact

__________ 10 points

*************************************************************************************

Extra Points !!!

11. A map of the world with the biome colored



__________ 10 points

12. Identify main causes of environmental damage



__________ 10 points

13. Identify solutions being developed to correct damage


__________ 10 points

COMMENTS:
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POSTCARD CHECKLIST

Biologist ______________________________ Biome ____________________________

Use this worksheet to help you collect the data for your postcard.

· Three animals identified by their common name, genus, and species:

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

· One animal described in detail:

1. What does it look like? ______________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does it eat?  __________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

3. What eats it? ______________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

4. Where it fit into a food chain?  ________________________________________ 

Foodchain:

· A picture on the front of your postcard that shows at least one animal in its habitat.

· One environmental problem that is affecting an animal population in your biome. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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POSTCARD CHECKLIST

Use this worksheet to help you collect the data for your postcard.

Botanist ______________________________ Biome ____________________________

· Three plants identified by their common name, genus, and species:

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

· One plant described in detail:

1. What does it look like? ______________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

2. What nutrients does it need?  _________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

3. What eats it? ______________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

4. Where it fit into a food chain?  ________________________________________

Foodchain:

· A picture on the front of your postcard that shows at least one plant and its habitat.

· One environmental problem that is affecting an plant population in your biome.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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POSTCARD CHECKLIST

Use this worksheet to help you collect the data for your postcard.

Environmentalist ______________________________ Biome _____________________

· Three problems with animals, plants, or climate:

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

· One problem described in detail:

1. What does it look like? ______________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

2. What does it effect?  ________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

3. Are there solutions for the problem?____________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

4. How does this problem affect other biomes?  ____________________________ _________________________________________________________________

· A picture on the front of your postcard that shows at least one problem in your biome.

· One environmental problem that is affecting an animal, plant, or climate in your biome.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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POSTCARD CHECKLIST

Use this worksheet to help you collect the data for your postcard.

Geologist/Climatologist ___________________________ Biome _______

· Three geologic features and the climate conditions:

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

· One geologic feature described in detail:

1. What does it look like? ______________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

2. What impact does it have on the climate?  _______________________________ _________________________________________________________________

3. What is the daily weather like around this feature? ________________________ _________________________________________________________________

4. How does this feature affect plant and animal life?   _______________________ _________________________________________________________________

· A picture on the front of your postcard that shows at least one feature.

· One data table and graph of the average rainfall and temperature over the last 10 years.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Biomes BIOLOGIST’S Scoring Rubric
	Trait
	Score

	Comprehension BIOLOGIST

I answered the following questions:

· What are the names and genus/species of 3 animals?

· Have I given the habitat and niche for these animal?

· Have I outlined the food chains for these animals and made their food web?

· What are some possible problems facing these animals in biome due to an environmental issue?

· What are possible projections into the future of these three animals?
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	I made good use of my computer time while working from my completed outline.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I cited works properly and identified a minimum of 2 resources that I gave to the environmentalist.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I edited for the correct use of spelling and grammar.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I used clearly written details to inform my audience.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I worked with the botanist to create food chains, food webs, and the energy pyramid.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I worked with the geologist/climatologist to describe habitats and niches for the animals in my biome.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I identified one environmental issue that affects animal populations in my biome and shared it in the newsletter. 
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I used 3 pictures, digital photographs or graphics to enhance the appearance and meaning of my presentation.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	I used correct posture, eye contact and appropriate expressive voice during my part of the presentation.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:




A score of 6 means my work is exceptional.  I went above and beyond expectations.

A score of 5 means my work is excellent.  I worked hard to meet or exceed expectations.

A score of 4 means my work is proficient.  I met required expectations.

A score of 3 means my work is inadequate.  I struggled to meet required expectations.

A score of 2 means my work is limited.  I did not meet required expectations.

A score of 1 means my work is incorrect or missing.

Biomes BOTANIST’S Scoring Rubric
	Trait
	Score

	Comprehension BOTANIST

I answered the following questions:

· What are the names and genus/species of 3 plants?

· Have I given the habitat and niche for these plants?

· Have I outlined the food chains for these plants and incorporated them into the food web?

· What are some possible problems facing these plants in the biome due to an environmental issue?

· What are possible projections into the future of these three plants?
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	I made good use of my computer time while working from my completed outline.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I cited works properly and identified a minimum of 2 resources that I gave to the environmentalist.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I edited for the correct use of spelling and grammar.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I used clearly written details to inform my audience.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I worked with the biologist to create food chains, food webs, and the energy pyramid.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I worked with the geologist/climatologist to describe habitats and niches for the plants in my biome. 
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I identified one environmental issue that affects the plant populations in my biome and shared it in the newsletter. 
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I used 3 pictures, digital photographs or graphics to enhance the appearance and meaning of my presentation.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	I used correct posture, eye contact and appropriate expressive voice during my part of the presentation.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:




A score of 6 means my work is exceptional.  I went above and beyond expectations.

A score of 5 means my work is excellent.  I worked hard to meet or exceed expectations.

A score of 4 means my work is proficient.  I met required expectations.

A score of 3 means my work is inadequate.  I struggled to meet required expectations.

A score of 2 means my work is limited.  I did not meet required expectations.

A score of 1 means my work is incorrect or missing.

Biomes GEOLOGIST’S & CLIMATOLOGIST’S Scoring Rubric
	Trait
	Score

	Comprehension GEOLOGIST

I answered the following questions:

· What are the geological features of my biome?

· Have I identified habitats and niches in my biome?

· Have I outlined the climatic features that impact plants and animals in the food chains of my biome?

· What are some possible problems facing the climate of my biome that relates to an environmental issue?

· What are possible projections into the future for the climate and special geologic features of my biome?
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	I made good use of my computer time while working from my completed outline.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I cited works properly and identified a minimum of 2 resources that I gave to the environmentalist.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I edited for the correct use of spelling and grammar.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I used clearly written details to inform my audience.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I worked with the biologist and botanist to create food chains, food webs, and the energy pyramid.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I worked with the biologist and botanist to describe habitats and niches for the plants & animals in my biome. 
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I identified one environmental issue that affects the biotic populations in my biome and shared it in the newsletter. 
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	I used 3 pictures, digital photographs or graphics to enhance the appearance and meaning of my presentation.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	I used correct posture, eye contact and appropriate expressive voice during my part of the presentation.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:




A score of 6 means my work is exceptional.  I went above and beyond expectations.

A score of 5 means my work is excellent.  I worked hard to meet or exceed expectations.

A score of 4 means my work is proficient.  I met required expectations.

A score of 3 means my work is inadequate.  I struggled to meet required expectations.

A score of 2 means my work is limited.  I did not meet required expectations.

A score of 1 means my work is incorrect or missing.

Biomes ENVIRONMENTALIST Scoring Rubric
	Trait
	Score

	Comprehension ENVIRONMENTALIST

We answered the following questions:

· What are the biome’s problems?

· What are at least three issues facing the biome?

· What are some possible solutions to the problems mentioned using evidence from research?

· What are possible projections into the future of the biome?

· What realistic occupations would be found in the biome?
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	We made good use of our computer time while working from our completed outline.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We cited works properly and formatted a minimum of 4 links. (6 resources total)
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We edited for the correct use of spelling and grammar.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We used an appropriate expressive voice for journalism.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We used clearly written details to inform our readers.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We used a catchy title.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We used appropriate article headers for each article.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:



	We used digital photographs and graphics to enhance the appearance and meaning of our newsletter.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

Comments:

	We used the correct newsletter layout.
	6          5          4          3          2          1

 Comments:




A score of 6 means our work is exceptional.  We went above and beyond expectations.

A score of 5 means our work is excellent.  We worked hard to meet or exceed expectations.

A score of 4 means our work is proficient.  We met required expectations.

A score of 3 means our work is inadequate.  We struggled to meet required expectations.

A score of 2 means our work is limited.  We did not meet required expectations.

A score of 1 means our work is incorrect or missing.

Names: __________________, _________________

__________________, _________________


 BIOMES 

            BROCHURE RUBRIC

	CRITERIA


	NOT 

EVIDENT

0 POINTS
	PARTIALLY EVIDENT

3 POINTS
	FULLY EVIDENT

5 POINTS

	You write an inviting introduction to your biome that discusses why it is special and why it should be preserved in its current state.
	
	
	

	You include information about your biome's location: 

· Its latitude and longitude

· A world map outlining your biome
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	You include information about BIOTIC conditions of your biome:

· Plant diversity in your biome (at least 10 species)

· Animal diversity in your biome (at least 10 species)

· Environmental impacts - problems and solutions

· Food Web of 4 individual animals of the biome
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	

	You include information about ABIOTIC conditions of your biome:
	
	
	

	· Air Quality 
	
	
	

	· Water features - fresh water, salt water, wetlands
	
	
	

	· Climate - Climatogram of annual temperatures for last 40 years
	
	
	

	· Current weather patterns
	
	
	

	· Land formations 
	
	
	

	· Natural Resources
	
	
	

	You include pictures, illustrations, data tables and graphs about your biome that enhance its appreciation.
	
	
	

	Your brochure is creative.
	
	
	

	You have used your own words.
	
	
	

	You have proper spelling, punctuation, and language conventions.
	
	
	

	Your brochure is neat and demonstrates your best work.
	
	
	


*Each day the teacher evaluates your work in class as a + (2pts.), or a +/- (1 pt.), or a - (0pts.). If a student is absent, they receive no points for that day.  These are reflected in the Daily Participation Points.
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  Grade evaluation:

__________ 
40 DAILY PARTICIPATION POINTS
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  Brochure points 

__________
90 BIOME BROCHURE RUBRIC POINTS

COMMENTS:
ORGANIZATION





At the beginning of the project, I post a calendar.  This organizes the thinking and planning for the students.   It also establishes a timeline for completion of the project.
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Names: _______________________________





Names: _______________________________





Names: _______________________________





Names: ________________________________





This is an alternate assessment activity that is given to a student who, due to illness or excessive absence during the unit, is unable to complete the work in a group.
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